Ultrasonographic in utero identification and measurement of the normal fetal spleen.
Sixty-nine ultrasonographic examinations were performed to identify and measure the fetal spleen in utero on 49 women with regular menstrual cycles, at 18-41 weeks of gestation. The length (FS-L), width (FS-W), area (FS-A), and sectional area (length X width; FS-LW) of the fetal spleen correlated well with the gestational age. A very high correlation of FS-LW with FS-A was noted (r = 0.98; p less than 0.001). Ultrasonographic identification and measurement of the fetal spleen in utero is thus a useful indicator of fetal spleen growth and should facilitate detection of in utero splenomegaly, asplenia and other abnormalities.